


Dear Parents, 

As superintendent of Stamford American International School and the father of three Stamford Lions, I’m 
a big fan of our bilingual program. In fact, I’m so much of a fan that our two elementary boys enrolled in 
the program as soon as we arrived at Stamford. 

We all know the arguments for gaining facility in a second language – greater exposure to the world; an 
ability to think creatively about culture; and an ability to communicate and learn in new ways. 

My deep language exposure didn’t happen until college when I majored in Japanese. I lived in a 
homestay situation in Japan for two years – and my whole world expanded. From there, I went to Korea for 
an intensive language program in Korean. The connections in my brain deepened as I compared
Japanese and Korean and gained high levels of proficiency in both. Learning these languages enriched 
my life. 

My only regret is that it didn’t happen at a younger age! If I had learned a second language at 5 or 7 or 9,
I could only imagine the natural fluency and comfort I would have in the languages I learned. That’s the 
beauty of our bilingual program – capturing students’ linguistic abilities while they’re young. 

My boys are thriving in Stamford’s program. They chatter between themselves at home, get excited for a 
class presentation in Mandarin, memorize lines for a skit, sing songs and sit at the kitchen table practicing 
their characters. They’re living the language. 

At the same time, their development in English is right on target. Assignments in class are closely
calibrated with the same-grade level classes so they don’t miss a beat in their other studies. In fact, 
research and experience show that learning a second language enhances development of one’s first 
language. The brain has an amazing ability to transfer skills and understanding across domains. 

Our bilingual teachers are highly skilled, and the
students in the class are motivated to be there.
In short, it’s a great environment for learning. It
was definitely the right choice for our family – and
I encourage you to consider it closely for yours. 

The future awaits our children – and equipping



BENEFITS OF
JOINING A
BILINGUAL
PROGRAM
Many studies have proven the benefits of a bilingual
education. Fluency in multiple languages is not only a 
valuable asset but can help with a greater appreciation of 
different cultures. With the rising popularity of the Mandarin 
language both socially and in business, Stamford American 
has developed its innovative, research-based approach for 
our bilingual classes.

Students interested in dedicating more time and effort into 
learning Mandarin as a second language can join the
Bilingual Program at no extra cost. This program gives
learners equal exposure to the English and Mandarin 
languages in the subjects and concepts taught within their 
grade. Classes are taught by bilingual teachers who are 
masters of both languages, with extensive experience in 
teaching in a bilingual environment.

BENEFITS OF JOINING A BILINGUAL
PROGRAM:



WHY CHOOSE
OUR BILINGUAL
PROGRAM
Our unique one-bilingual-teacher model offers an approach 
where our bilingual teachers and teaching assistants are 
fluent in both languages and demonstrate bilingualism as role 
models to the students. At the same time, a single bilingual 
teacher model ensures the seamless transition during
learning and provides the opportunity to explore content 
more deeply in both languages. This allows for learning 
experiences to be more adaptive and supports student-led 
inquiry. Bilingual learners need to feel a deep sense of 
belonging to take risks and make mistakes. Our
one-bilingual-teacher approach builds trusting relationships 
between students and teachers.

Our program is offered from Pre-K to Grade 5 and in our 
bilingual program, students learn the same content as 
students in mainstream classes. The main difference is that 
50% of the content in Math and Units of Inquiry (UOI ) is 
delivered in Mandarin.

Our model provides a more immersive exposure to Mandarin 
to help students learn. To ensure continuity of curriculum 
programming, teachers regularly collaborate with their grade 
level colleagues to design lessons and share in best
instructional and assessment practices.

The Bilingual Program teachers also consistently meet with 
the Mandarin teacher to ensure consistent language
development in Mandarin, both within homeroom and the 
language block.

Students from USA, Australia, France, Japan, Korea,
Singapore, India, China, Canada, UK, New Zealand and all 
over the world make up the nationality mix in a bilingual class.
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https://vimeo.com/681743438


Being bilingual equips students with language and social skills that are 
needed to work with others from different cultures and backgrounds. Fully 
aligned to the IB PYP, we aim to build a strong foundation in mandarin learning 
and provide authentic experiences for students to use the language in their 
inquiry. Through the one-bilingual-teacher approach, students in the bilingual 
program are taught the same curriculum as the monolingual classes, with the 
only difference being the language of instruction. As the bilingual teacher, we 
ensure a seamless transition and translanguaging in learning. Seeing students 
gain more confidence expressing themselves and show more appreciation in 
the language and culture gives me great fulfilment. I believe children
raised as bilingual will become global citizens of the world.

Elaine Ho, G2 Bilingual teacher

“

”

“As a bilingual learner, I find myself able to concentrate on my work more and I find working and solving 
problems easier. There are language tricks we learn in mandarin which I can use in math to help me better 
understand. For example, the Chinese name of rounding gives us a clue on how to do it.”

- Mudra, G5

“Being in the bilingual class makes me special. I feel that I have an advantage in the bilingual class because 
it lets you talk to people in a way that some Americans can’t. When I go back to America, I will be able to 
teach my friends Mandarin.”

- Lauren, G5

• Focusing on listening, speaking, reading, writing and presentation skills through the Readers and

   Writers Workshop model

• Following the American Council of Teaching Foreign Languages (ACTFL) guidelines

• 50% of Math and 50% of Units of Inquiry are delivered in Mandarin

• Mandarin classroom instruction includes: Morning Meetings, calendars, lunch time, read aloud and

   transitions



For Pre-K to Grade 1, entry requirements are based on 
parent/student interest and a successful completion of the 
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